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all appellations, " I am," adds 
Moreover «* thus shall thou say unto 
the children of Israel, The Lord God 
of your fathers, the God of Abra- 
ham, the God of Isaac, and the God 
of Jacob, hath sent me unto yon : 
this is my name for ever, and this 
is my memorial unto all generations." 

M, 
Reconoitering Hill. 

7» tic Proprietor) of the Belfast Magazine. 

T)SALMODY has always been 
■*• considered by pious persons, a 
delightful exercise of the understand- 
ing, and of the heart. The divine 
praises, expressed in poetic phrase, 
and adorned with the melody of 
sweet sounds, naturally tends to cap- 
tivate the heart, and exalt the soul 
to heaven. Pious sentiments and 
virtuous resolutions also, exhibited in 
a similar form, will always ani- 
mate good minds, toeveiy disposition 
and purpose, worthy of our ration- 
al and immortal nature. 

That psalmody however may have 
its proper effect, it is necessary that 
psalms and hymns should possess a 
chaste and pleasing diction, and 
should convey sentiments, which 
accord with the dictates of the pu- 
rest piety and virtue. Every thing 
at which the sensibility ef a cor- 
rect taste, and the sincerity of an 
informed mind, must revolt, should 
be religiously avoided. Both would, 
tend to damp the flame of true de- 
votion. But where the sentiments 
are such as the genius of true reli- 
gion inspires, and where the lan- 
guage is worthy of those sentiments; 
and where sentiments thus express- 
ed, address themselves to the finest 
Sensibilities, of the soul, through the 
medium of " all the sacred myste- 
ries of tone," the service is indeed 
divine, and rises, as the sweetest 
intense, before the heavenly throne. 



It may be proper briefly to con- 
sider the history of psalmody, in 
this country, that we may perceive 
how far we have attained this most 
desirable object. 

The first version of the Psalms 
which appears to have been used in 
this country, was composed by Stern- 
hold and Hopkins, English poets. 
This version may still be seen at 
the end of some of the old Bibles. 
The Church of Scotland, consider- 
ing this version as for the most part, 
very rude and inharmonious, pro- 
cured another for the use of their 
congregations. This was composed 
by Rouse — and having subsequently 
received some emendations, is still 
used by the members of the esta- 
blished church of Scotland. The 
Presbyterians of Ireland having 
branched off from the Scottish 
church, have heretofore very gene- 
rally used this version in divine wor- 
ship} and many congregations are 
altogether averse to the introduc- 
tion of any other. 

Several versions of the Psalms 
have been made in England. Of 
these may be mentipned one by 
king James I. which Mr. Pope com* 
mends ; one by George Sandys, 
which is the most poetic, next to 
that by Merrick; one by Patrick; 
one by Dr. Isaac Watts. This 
last version, entitled, *.' The Psalms 
of David, imitated in the language 
of the New Testament, and applied 
to the Christian state and Worship," 
was much approved of, and very 
generally adopted by Dissenters, 
until within the last Id or 20 years. 
Since that time, various compilations 
have been made by eminent divines, 
which have considerably superceded 
the use of Versions of the Psalms of 
David. Merrick's version of the 
psalms, deserves to be mentioned 
as the most poetic that has yet ap- 
peared. It is not so close a version 
as either that of Sternhold and Hop- 
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kins, or Rouse, but in elegance of 
diction, and harmony of phrase, 
incomparably superior to both. 
The version of Tate and Brady, the 
one a poet> a native of Ireland, the 
other an English divine, approaches 
(to that by Merrick, though it does 
at all equally abound in richness of 
expression. It will be observed, 
that Merrick has very attentively 
considered Sandy's version, while 
composing his own. Some lines he 
has borrowed from it, with very 
little alteration. 

The version by Tate and Brady is 
that which is used by the established 
church of this country. Many Pres- 
byterian congregations make use of 
that by Rouse ; and some use collec- 
tions of Psalms and Hymns compiled 
by various hands. 

It was observed many years ago, 
jn England, that any version of the 
Psalms of David that could be made, 
would not sufficiently answer for 
Christian worship. And although 
Dr. Watts*, in some measure obvia- 
ted this difficulty, by adapting his 
Psalms to the Christian state and 
worship, yet as there were many 
hymns, composed by eminent per- 
sons, which were very suitable for 
Christian devotion, many congrega- 
tions did not wish to be confined to 
Dr- Watt's compositions alone. Ac- 
cordingly many compilations Were 
published ; some of the rriost con- 
siderable of which are, Mr. Cappe's 
collection, Dr. Enfield's 1 , Mr. Pope's, 
Mr. Lindsay's, Mr Toplady's, Mf. 
Walker's, Mr William's, and the 
Liverpool, Bristol, Birmingham, 
Exeter, Salisbury, and Edinburgh 
collections. In Ireland, the exam- 
ple of the English Dissenters has 
been followed by many societies of 
Presbyterians. Messrs. Vance and 
M'Collum, of Dublin, about 30 or 
40 years ago, published a version of 
the Psalms, compiled from various 
authors, and added Translations and 



Paraphrases of several passages of 
Scripture. Their book was laid be- 
fore the General Synod of Ulster, 
for its approbation, but nothing was 
done respecting it. This version 
however is .used by several congre- 
gations in the Synod. A similar ver- 
sion of the Psalms, with Hymns an- 
nexed, was made in Newry, about 
the same time, and is still used by 
the Presbyterian congregation there. 
The Derry congregation has a simi- 
lar collection. The First and Se- 
cond Congregations in Belfast for- 
merly used a ^collection made (I 
think) by Leland. But, for some 
years back, have used a new collec- 
tion of Psalms and Hymns, selected 
by Dr. Bruce. The congregations 
of Strand-street .and Eustace-street, 
Dublin, use collections of the same 
kind. In many congregations, where 
the people are much attached to the? 
old Psalms, the Translations and 
Paraphrases approved of by the Ge- 
neral Assembly of the Church of 
Scotland, have been used in con- 
junction. — -And, upon the whole, a 
growing taste for improving the 
Psalmody of our religious assem- 
blies, appears to prevail. 

In many congregations, a better 
method of singing has also been 
adopted. While the best and 
smoothest of the old tunes have 
still been retained, many of the 
finest melodies by Handel, Arne, 
Arnold, Madan, and other emi- 
nent composers have been introdu- 
ced: and the divine praises are no 
longer snng, in such places, in » 
manner disgusting to a musical ear. 
Much however is still to be done For 
reforming our sacred music, to, 
rnany country congregations. Time 
will, it is hoped, wear out the pre- 
judices of the people, and reconcile 
them to changes, which must re- 
commend themselves to every per- 
son of taste, who is a sincere acU 
miter of sacred song. 
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We should contemplate every 
new collection of Psalms and Hymns 
which comes from the press, if exe- 
cuted with any tolerable degree of 
taste and judgment, especially if 
adopted by congregations, as a step 
in the prop-ess of mental civiliza- 
tion. For it has always been a fixed 
opinion with me, that the more 
truly useful religious publications 
that issue from the press, so much 
the better. Every new publication 
of the kind will find some readers: 
and an individual who hears 
nothing of one publication, may 
meet with another, of a similar 
kind. In like manner, one collec- 
tion of Hymns may have a very 
different circulation from another, 
and both be extremely useful to the 
community. Besides, even a dif- 
ference in the form of a work, may 
recommend it to a particular class 
of readers, in preference to other 
publications of equal merit. The 
recommendation of particular indi- 
viduals may also extend the circula- 
tion of a work to persons who might 
otherwise have had no paiticular 
wish to see it. 

These observations I have made, 
as introductory to my annonncing 
to your readers, that a new collec- 
tion of Psalms and Hymns will 
shortly appear from the press. This 
intended publication was mentioned 
in your magazine some months ago, 
Bs soon to be sent to press. It is 
now more than half printed, and 
will appear before November next. 
The editor has availed himself of the 
assistance of several judicious friends, 
chiefly Presbyterian ministers. The 
collection has been made from a 
great variety of compilations, but 
particularly from the large collec- 
tions made by Kippis, Kees, Jervis, 
and Morgan, with the supplement. 
A few original pieces are inserted. 
The editor having agreed with a 
printer, (on behalf of his own con- 



gregation, that of Newry, of sucb. 
congregations as have engaged to 
take copies, and of such other con- 
gregations as may, on seeing the 
work, think proper to do so), for a 
particular sum, the work will be 
sold at a very moderate price. This 
the editor flatters himself will gain 
considerably additional circulation 
to it among the lower orders of the 
community. It will appear from 
the press also in a handsome form ; 
a new type, superfine ink and an 
excellent wove paper, having been 
provided on purpose. 

Many of the collections hereto- 
fore published, were too confined in 
respect of subjects of the Psalms and 
Hymns. There was also a want of 
arrangement in most of them ; the. 
order of the Psalms of David having 
been very generally employed. In 
this way, all order and connection 
was lost; and, of course, the doc- 
trine inculcated under any particular 
head, could not be distinctly dis- 
cerned. By a proper arrangement, 
the Hymns and Psalms reflect light 
on one another, and the work ex- 
hibiting, at one view, all that is in-, 
culcated on any particular subject, 
becomes doubly useful and instruc- 
tive. When Psalms and Hymns 
are properly arranged, the collec- 
tion is also more convenient for mi- 
nisters, wishing to find Psalms or 
Hymns suitable to their sermons. 

What further remains to be ex- 
plained, will be best exhibited in 
the preface, which I subjoin. 

A.Z, 

Newry, July 18//t. 

FllEPACE. 

IN forming this Collection of 
Psalms and Hymns, several im- 
portant objects have been kept in 
view. 

One chief object was, to make it 
as complete as possible, without 
swelling the work to a large sije, or 



